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CONTACT INFORMATION

Email iena@aucegypt.edu

Website www.aucegypt.edu/study-abroad

STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM OVERVIEW

About AUC Located in the heart of the Middle East, The American University in Cairo
(AUC) is a state-of-the-art, US-accredited, English-language university.
Established 100 years ago, AUC is one of the oldest liberal arts institutions in
the region, offering a wide range of academic disciplines across Business,
Humanities and Social Sciences, Global Affairs and Public Policy, and Sciences
and Engineering.

Program Scope AUC welcomes both undergraduate and graduate study abroad students, via
exchange and direct enrollment. Please reference our partnership agreement
(if applicable) to determine which levels are open for your students. Students
can enroll in AUC’s regular courses or participate in the Arabic Language
Intensive programs. 

AUC Campus Designed to accommodate 5,500 full-time students and 1,500 faculty and
staff, AUC’s 260-acre, fully accessible campus is located in the New Cairo
neighborhood of Egypt’s capital city. AUC’s semester-long intensive Arabic
program is held on AUC’s historical Tahrir Square campus, located in
downtown Cairo. AUC’s bus service is available between the two campuses. 
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Undergraduate Students: Must be in good academic standing and have completed a minimum
of 30 credit hours at their home institution. 

Graduate Students: Proof of a completed bachelor's degree; we may also ask AUC departments
to review the applicant’s transcript.

Eligibility 

ELIGIBILITY AND 
NOMINATION PROCESS

AUC generally accepts up to four (4) semester students during an academic year or two (2)
students for an entire academic year. Please reference our exchange partnership agreement
for details. These numbers may be adjusted depending on student interest but prior approval is
required. 

Exchange 
Slots

We ask that all of our partner institutions nominate both exchange and direct enroll students
via the AUC Nomination Form before students submit an AUC application. 

Undergraduate Students
Fall 2021/Full Academic Year:   April 1, 2021
Spring 2022:                                      September 15, 2021
Summer 2022:                                   March 1, 2022

Graduate Students 
Fall 2021/Full Academic Year:  March 15, 2021
Spring 2022:                                     September 15, 2021
Summer 2022:                                  March 1, 2022

If you miss the deadline, please contact us to inquire whether we are still accepting
nominations. 

Nomination 
Process
 

AUC operates on a semester basis (fall and spring). Students may attend one semester or a full
academic year. They may also enroll in AUC’s 6-week summer session (3-6 credits), a 7-week
Arabic Language Intensive Summer (ALIS) program (6 credits), and/or a 3-week January session
(3 credits).

Academic
Terms

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjHy4IIf8rztVHAqgJH-Z8Ux-797_G4K6VezLQJD_HhVS-Gw/viewform


APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS

Due Post-
Acceptance

A complete physical examination by a medical doctor including laboratory results from a recent
HIV antibodies test (dated within 30 days of departure for Egypt) emailed to
ipso@aucegypt.edu or printed and presented on campus upon arrival.

Undergraduate students should complete the form under “Exchange/Study Abroad
(Undergraduate)”.
Graduate students should complete the form under “Graduate Degree/Non-
Degree/Exchange/Study Abroad”.
Applicants to the Intensive Arabic Programs should complete the form under “Arabic
Language Institute”.

Official transcript (dated, signed, with the institution’s official seal)
Photocopy of the information page of the student’s valid passport

Online Application Form: 

1.

2.

3.

Supporting documents emailed by the student or home institution to iena@aucegypt.edu:  
1.
2.

Application 
Requirements

Once nominations are submitted, AUC will email students the application instructions, copying
their nominator. Students must then submit the online form and supporting documents (listed
under “Application Requirements”) by the deadlines below. 

Regular Study Abroad Program Deadlines: 

Undergraduate Students
Fall 2021/Full Academic Year:  June 1, 2021
Spring 2022:                                     December 25, 2021

Graduate Students
Fall 2021/Full Academic Year:  April 1, 2021
Spring 2022:                                     October 1, 2021

AUC’s Arabic Language Intensive Programs are open to both undergraduate and graduate
students. The application deadlines are listed in the catalog under "ALI".

Application 
Process
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ACADEMIC 
INFORMATION

Course Load International students must maintain full-time status to be eligible for Egyptian residency.
Semester undergraduate students must take a minimum of 12 credits and can take up to 15
credits with no extra charge. Graduate students must take 9 credits. For details, click here. 

Click here to access a folder of AUC photos and program flyers highlighting popular programs
that can be distributed to prospective study abroad students or used in promotional materials. 

Promotional 
Materials 

Study abroad students have access to all AUC courses, depending on availability and
prerequisites. Through its schools, AUC offers more than 30 undergraduate majors and 50
graduate programs. AUC is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education
and has an AACSB Triple Crown-accredited School of Business and ABET-accredited School of
Sciences and Engineering. 

Majors and
Programs

While AUC’s language of instruction is English, students can enrich their study abroad
experience by incorporating one or more Arabic classes into their schedules. AUC's world-
renowned program accommodates students at all levels of language proficiency from novice to
advanced learners. AUC also offers an intensive Arabic program during the year and over the
summer. Click here for more information.

Arabic
Language 

Course
Offerings

AUC’s final course offerings are available one week prior to advising dates of each term as per
the Academic Calendar. To see which courses are likely to be offered during AY22, students
can explore the previous academic year schedule. Click here and scroll to find either "Fall 2020
(View Only)" or "Spring 2021 (View Only)". To view a course description, click here and for
details about course numbering, click here. AUC can also provide course syllabi for evaluation
by home institutions. All syllabi requests before acceptance should be sent to Sarah Shalash in
the New York Office at: sarahshalash@aucegypt.edu. 

Course
Registration

Once accepted, AUC’s International Programs and Services Office (IPSO) will begin working
with students on their course selections and get departmental approvals where necessary. The
IPSO team will then register students in their courses when the registration period opens.
Students may adjust their course schedules through the add/drop period during the first week
of classes. 

Official AUC
Transcripts

AUC will issue one copy of the student’s transcript free of charge to the partner institution as
per their preferred sending method on file. Important: Transcripts will not be released until all
financial holds are removed from the student’s account. 
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ARRIVAL AND
ORIENTATION

 

AUC provides free airport meet-and-assist service at the Cairo International Airport. Two
weeks before students arrive, AUC’s International Programs and Services Office will send them
a form to complete with their flight information and drop-off address (the service can drop off
students at on-campus housing or an off-campus address).

Once students arrive at orientation, they will be instructed to visit AUC’s Business Support
Office, which coordinates their Egyptian residency application. Residency processing costs
$100 and can be paid to AUC in USD or the equivalent in local Egyptian Pounds.

Egyptian 
Residency

All international students who do not hold dual Egyptian citizenship are required to obtain a
30-day tourist visa to enter Egypt. American, Canadian, and European Union citizens may get
their tourist visa upon arrival at the Cairo International Airport. Please check with your local
Egyptian consulate or embassy for guidelines for other passport holders. To obtain the 30-day
tourist visa upon arrival, students should visit one of the marked visa stations before lining up
for passport control. The visa costs $25, and payment is in cash and USD only (it is best to have
exact change).

Entry Visa

AUC recommends that study abroad students arrive at least one day before the start of the
mandatory student orientation. International student check-in at the AUC Residences is
generally open 2-3 days before orientation begins.

Orientation Dates:
Fall 2021:              August 31-September 2, 2021
Spring 2022:        January 25-27, 2022
Summer 2022:    June 6, 2022 

Arrival Dates 
& Orientation

Airport Meet-
and-Assist

Academic
Calendar 
2021-2022

Term 

Fall 2021

Spring 2022

Summer 2022
(Arabic intensive
program)

Classes Start

September 5, 2021

January 30, 2022

June 7, 2022

Classes End

December 13, 2021

May 19, 2022

July 25, 2022

Final Exams

December 15-21, 2021*

May 21-27 2022*

July 25, 2022

 
*Final exams within the semester-long Arabic Language Intensive Programs are held on the last
day of classes. The full 2021-2022 Academic Calendar can be found here.

https://documents.aucegypt.edu/Docs/academics/Academic%20Calendar%20AY%2021-22%20(Jun%2030%2C%202021).pdf


HOUSING, STUDENT LIFE, AND
COST OF LIVING

 

AUC does not require, but rather recommends, that study abroad students live in AUC on-
campus housing. Housing is granted on a first come, first served basis; please ensure you
indicate on the nomination form whether a student is interested in living on campus so our
Residential Life staff can reserve spaces accordingly. Closer to arrival, students will be asked to
complete a housing application form and deposit ($300). This deposit can be waived if a home
institution is covering the cost of student housing. AUC offers several room options listed here.

AUC’s campus offers numerous services to students including a state-of-the-art sports center
and Center for Student Well-Being that provides counseling and wellness activities. Study
abroad students can also attend AUC’s student organization fair at the start of the semester
and sign up to participate in one or more of AUC’s 65+ student clubs. Click here for details.

Student Life

AUC’s International Programs and Services Office (IPSO) is the on-campus primary contact for
all study abroad students. The IPSO team provides students with pre-arrival information,
orientation, and serves as their emergency contacts. Their team can be contacted by email at
ipso@aucegypt.edu or on the 24/7 emergency mobile number at: +201-0000-66907.

International
Programs and
Services Office

AUC automatically enrolls all international students (who are not permanent residents of
Egypt) in its comprehensive accident and sickness insurance plan. Exemption from AUC’s plan
is granted to students who can show proof of comparable insurance coverage. Click here for
details and costs.

Health
Insurance

On-Campus
Housing

Off-Campus
Housing

Since AUC’s semester Arabic Language Intensive program is located downtown, these
participants often choose to live in apartments closer to the Tahrir Square campus. AUC’s IPSO
team can provide students with a list of vetted off-campus apartment listings and resources to
find roommates while in Cairo. 

AUC carefully controls access to its grounds and facilities to ensure the safety, security, and
well-being of the university community. Click here for details about AUC’s safety and security
measures. Click here for AUC's COVID-19 webpage with updates on campus guidelines,
vaccinations, and a community dashboard. 

Safety and
Security 

Click here for Academic Year 2021-2022 study abroad program costs. AUC also offers
scholarships for students from US institutions. Preference is given to direct enroll students, but
exchange students may use the funds towards non-tuition costs. Click here for details. 

Estimated
Costs
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